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pected to pass away as European influence extends
itself.

The Evidence Act (I. of 1872) compresses into a
very short compass the whole of the English and
Indian law of evidence. I had charge of this Act,
and drew it in its present shape, though in such a
manner as to include the provisions of a bill pre-
viously drawn by the Indian Law Commissioners.
It forms a good illustration of the justice of the charge
of over-legislation, and an undue fondness for English
law, so often brought against the Government of
India. The truth is, that the English Law of Evi-
dence was inevitably introduced into India to an
uncertain and indefinite extent as soon as English
lawyers began to exercise any influence over the
administration of justice in India. Nor was this all.
In order to avoid refinements which would have been
most injurious to India, legislation was necessary
which, by declaring that particular parts of the
English law of evidence should not apply to India,
give an implied sanction to the rest of it The
general result was, that the law of evidence before the
Evidence Act was passed had a sort of dead-alive
existence in India, and was the bugbear of civilian
judges, who were placed by it much at the mercy of
every English barrister who might appear before
them. The Evidence Act reduced the whole subject
to a plain, short, and explicit form.

The Contract Act (IX* of 1872) did for the law
relating to contracts very much what the Evidence
Act did for the law relating to evidence* It reduced